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Deputy constable’s
experience questioned
Howard Watson didn’t have
enough law enforcement
experience to qualify for the
Precinct 5 deputy post when
constable Jaime Cortes
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Cedar Hill may not be the Creole
capital of America, but on Sunday
night it became an unlikely head-
quarters for the Who Dat Nation, as
Hurricane Katrina evacuees cele-
brated the Saints’ Super Bowl win at
a raucous, New Orleans-style party.

“You don’t know how good this is
for the city,” said Cedar Hill resident
Wanda Garner, who was among
more than 300 at a watch party at
Buffalo Wild Wings. “It’s just — I

can’t even believe it.”
As the game streamed from myri-

ad big screens, Mardi Gras beads
were tossed around and cheers and
shouts drowned out the play-by-play. 

“This is Bourbon Street right here

— Dallas’ Bourbon Street,” said Greg
Marshall, a Katrina evacuee, during
the watch party. Marshall and his
wife, Amy, fled to San Antonio when 

SUPER BOWL

Away, but
rooting
for home

MONA REEDER/Staff Photographer

Wanda Garner’s face said it all Sunday night. She and 300-plus other
displaced fans had plenty to celebrate in the Saints’ Super Bowl win.

Saints’ win an emotional
one for displaced die-hards
now living in Dallas area 

By CASSIE CLARK
Staff Writer

cclark@dallasnews.com

See SAINTS’ Page 7B

An off-duty veteran Dallas police
sergeant was arrested early Sunday,
accused of hitting and
pulling a gun on a
Greenville Avenue bar
owner and bouncer as
both tried to get him
to leave at closing
time early Sunday
morning.

Sgt. Hector Roa,
37, was being held Sunday at the Lew
Sterrett Justice Center in lieu of
$50,000 bail on suspicion of two
counts of aggravated assault with a
deadly weapon, records show. He
could not be reached for comment.

The incident occurred at the Public
House in the 2000 block of Greenville
Avenue near Prospect Avenue. Mat-
thew Kirchmeyer, a bouncer there,
said they were closing about 2 a.m.
when Roa, who had been at the bar, 

LOWER GREENVILLE

Officer
held in
assaults
He’s accused of hitting,
pulling gun on 2 at bar

By JASON TRAHAN
Staff Writer

jtrahan@dallasnews.com

See OFF-DUTY Page 7B

HECTOR ROA

For the first time in years, Sharon
Marchioli is walking down stairs.
And she’s wearing heels, tapping her
right foot, standing up straight —
things she thought she had lost to
multiple sclerosis.

“I am having fun,” the 61-year-old
said. “I am just like a liberated wom-
an right now, totally liberated.”

She says her savior has been Fris-
co Pilates trainer Rebecca Swiecz-

kowski, whose patience and com-
passion have given her back her life. 

But Swieczkowski, a former pro-
fessional ballerina, calls Marchioli
the inspiration. Her small business
has struggled in this economy. But
when Marchioli arrives each week,
energized and game to try anything,
those worries melt away.

Together, these two women have
forged a friendship that transcends
their twice-a-week workouts.

Swieczkowski says, “We’re both
survivors.”

It has been more than 30 years
since Marchioli first noticed the ef-
fects of multiple sclerosis, an auto-
immune disease that attacks the
central nervous system. Its symp-
toms and severity vary with each
person. There is no cure.

Marchioli’s MS was in remission
last May, and she’d come out on the
winning end of a bout with breast
cancer. She wanted to tone up, so she
called Swieczkowski at Get Re-
formed Pilates in Frisco.

Marchioli didn’t make a big deal

of her disease. And Swieczkowski
didn’t dwell on it because she’s
worked with others who have it.

But when Marchioli shuffled into
the studio with her walker, bent over
and dragging her foot, Swieczkowski
had doubts about being able to help.
Marchioli’s can-do attitude pushed
her to forge ahead.

In the beginning, Swieczkowski
did a lot of the work, moving Mar-
chioli’s legs and supporting her 

VERNON BRYANT/Staff Photographer

Trainer Rebecca Swieczkowski guides Sharon Marchioli during a private session at Get Reformed Pilates Studio in Frisco. Marchioli, who has
multiple sclerosis, came to Swieczkowski for help in shaping up, and both women found more improvement than they bargained for. 

Core friendship
Woman with MS forges bond with Pilates teacher, and both are stronger for it

By VALERIE WIGGLESWORTH
Staff Writer

vwigglesworth@dallasnews.com

See WOMEN Page 6B

Yard signs are out. Campaigns are
brewing. Election time is here. Come
to think of it, election time is here a lot.

Voters in parts of North Texas
likely will be asked to go to the polls as
many as seven times from last fall
through May to decide various local,
state and federal races.

The March 2 primary will mark the
third contest for Dallas voters since
early November. Plano voters are
likely to participate in five elections
during a 98-day stretch between Jan-
uary and May.

ELECTIONS ’10

Tired of
voting? It’s
just started
North Texans deciding array
of ballot issues, candidates
through the end of the year

By THEODORE KIM
Staff Writer

tkim@dallasnews.com

See TO Page 3B

If the Richardson City Council calls a
May bond election, one proposal could
change how the University of Texas at
Dallas fits into the neighborhood.

A $2.8 million project would fund

roads and trails on the campus to draw
traffic away from Floyd Road and the
adjacent Cottonwood Creek subdivi-
sion.

The road and trail proposal is just
one piece of the overall vision for the
campus. City and university officials are
working on plans for about 60 acres of
land north of the campus near the
planned Cotton Belt commuter rail line.
An event center, hotel, retail and hous-
ing are all possible. 

And UTD is beautifying and adding

buildings to the central and southern
parts of campus.

“The university really wants to be an
asset in the community … to be a hub of
activity,” said Susan Rogers, UTD’s vice
president for communications.

UT regents last week approved an
agreement that would trade a long-term
lease of land at no cost for the city’s com-
mitment to build roads and trails. The
council is expected to consider the 

RICHARDSON 

Council to consider $2.8M UTD road project
Proposal would give city free
lease of land in exchange for
building campus streets

By IAN McCANN
Staff Writer

imccann@dallasnews.com

See COUNCIL Page 6B

MIAMI GARDENS, Fla. — The
Super Bowl is over for the football
teams and their South Florida hosts.

For North Texas officials, that end
marked their beginning Sunday night
as time expired in Sun Life Stadium.

“As soon as this game is over, we’re
on the clock,” said Bill Lively, North
Texas host committee president and
CEO. “Every tick will sound like an ex-
plosion.”

North Texas officials in town last
week were generally impressed with
South Florida, but except for beaches,

they said they didn’t see much they
couldn’t match or even improve upon.
Their goal is to prove that their region
has just as much right to the nation’s
biggest sporting event as other areas
— including South Florida and New
Orleans — that have hosted the Super
Bowl over and over.

Dallas Cowboys owner Jerry Jones
has said he hopes to see the Super
Bowl show up in Arlington every few
years, and he said he thinks that his
new $1.15 billion stadium could play a
part in that.

“I think just the fact that North 

For North Texas, 
game just starting
Next year’s organizers hope
to show region has what it
takes to be a repeat host 

By JEFF MOSIER
Staff Writer

jmosier@dallasnews.com

See FOR Page 7B

FOR COMPLETE COVERAGE
of the Saints’ win in Super Bowl
XLIV, see SportsDay, 1, 4-9C.
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THE QUIZ IS PART OF THIS NEWSPAPER’S
NEWSPAPER IN EDUCATION PROGRAM

91 to 100 points TOP SCORE!

81 to 90 points Excellent

71 to 80 points Good

61 to 70 points Fair

I was the top winner at the Grammy 
Awards, winning the most trophies 
ever by a female artist at the 
Grammys. I took home six prizes, 
including song of the year, best R&B 
song,  best female pop vocal 
performance and best contemporary 
R&B album for I am … Sasha Fierce. I
now have 16 career Grammys, which 
ranks third among female winners 
behind Alison Krauss and Aretha 
Franklin. Who am I?

1. (CHOOSE ONE: Honda, Toyota) is recalling 2.3 million 
vehicles to fix potentially sticky accelerator pedals.

2. At least 41 people were killed by a suicide bomber in the 
city  of ..?.. recently.

3. Reclusive author ..?.. died recently at 91.

4. ..?.. maintained her No. 1 tennis ranking after defeating 
Justine Henin at the Australian Open.

5. President Barack Obama called for a temporary freeze on 
most (CHOOSE ONE: military, nonmilitary) spending 
beginning  next year. 

6. China is criticizing the U.S. for selling weapons to ..?…

7. Quarterback ..?.. was named the MVP of the Pro Bowl.

8. Former presidential candidate ..?.. and his wife, Elizabeth, 
announced that they are formally separating.

9. Ten Baptist missionaries from the U.S. were arrested for 
trying to take 33 children out of  ..?…

10. Historian ..?.., author of A People’s History of the United 
States, died recently at 87.

Tension remains high 
in this South Asian 
nation after its recent 
presidential election. 
President Mahinda 

Rajapaksa won re-election 
handily, but got fewer votes 
than his rival in areas 
dominated by the Tamil people 
of northern and eastern 
regions of the country. The 
rebel group known as the 
Tamil Tigers was defeated last 
May by the nation’s military. 
Name this country. 

NEWSFACE: Beyoncé (15 points)
NEWSPLACE: Sri Lanka (15 points)
1-Toyota; 2-Baghdad; 3-J.D. Salinger; 4-Serena Williams;
5-nonmilitary; 6-Taiwan; 7-Matt Schaub; 8-John Edwards; 9-Haiti;
10-Howard Zinn (7 points for each correct answer)

QUIZ ANSWERS

agreement later this month, the
same timeline for deciding
whether to call a bond election.

An additional $860,000 for
the project would come from
the Lake Highlands Soccer As-
sociation to improve access to
the playing fields at UTD.

The lease-for-road agree-
ment ensures that the road and
trail project gets done quickly,
before the student population
grows an estimated 50 percent
over the next decade. “When
people are moving around from
building to building, it’s de-
signed to keep the traffic inter-
nal to the campus,” City Manag-
er Bill Keffler said. “Right now,
we’re seeing them use the exter-
nal roads.”

Neighbors would welcome a
ring road on campus, said Cot-
tonwood Creek Civic Associa-
tion president Lisa Wyatt. 

“A lot of us are on cul-de-
sacs, and Floyd is the only way
out,” she said.

But residents are concerned
about what the city receives in
exchange: a 13.8-acre strip
along Floyd that it wants to use
for a park. Keffler acknowl-
edged the need to work with
neighborhoods on concerns
about lights, late-night noise
and traffic. The other land is a
4.9-acre tract that could be used
for a new water tower.

Council member John Mur-
phy last month questioned the
need to spend money for on-

campus roads, while other
needs are unmet in the city. But,
he said Friday, those needs will
be addressed.

“We are going to get to the
streets we need to get to, and we
are going to get to the sidewalks

and alleys we need to get to,” he
said. Further in the future is de-
velopment north of the campus.
While much depends on how
quickly Dallas Area Rapid Tran-
sit and its partners can provide
rail service, plans developed by

UTD and Richardson show a
dense, urban environment sur-
rounding a rail station.

The station would connect to
the main campus with pedestri-
an malls, in part to encourage
rail use to get to UTD.

UTD President David Daniel
said that plans for the Cotton
Belt are still conceptual, but that
the university has a strong inter-
est in it as a way to enhance the
community and campus life.
And, he said, natural buffers in-
cluding parks separate the dens-
est sections from established
neighborhoods.

“There are no music venues
within walkable distance, there
aren’t walkable inexpensive res-
taurants and other forms of enter-
tainment that students would be
drawn to and interested in,” he
said. “We believe this is some-
thing our students and the com-
munity would greatly benefit by.”

In its 40-plus years, UTD has
helped to shape Richardson
through the jobs it provides, the
research on campus and its stu-
dents. UTD is involved in Rich-
ardson schools, has hundreds of
employees who live in the city,
and partners with several com-
munity organizations.

“There’s always been a sym-
biotic relationship between the
two,” Rogers, UTD’s vice presi-
dent for communications, said.
“It’s rare for a university to have
a good relationship all the time
with the community, but we
think we’ve gotten about as close
as you can get.”

Council to consider $2.8M UTD project
Continued from Page 1B
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Proposed UTD development
Richardson is considering including $2.8 million in a bond 
proposal to build new roads on the University of Texas at 
Dallas campus, in exchange for a long-term lease of 
property for a future park. The city and university are also 
working on plans to develop vacant land around a future 
Cotton Belt rail line station. 

SOURCES: City of Richardson; University of Texas at Dallas; ESRI
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Ronald Glen Davis Jr.
stopped on Stemmons Freeway
to help two stalled motorists
early Sunday morning.

The 30-year-old Good Sa-
maritan paid for the kind act
with his life, when he died after
being struck by a pair of vehi-
cles.

“It’s a nightmare,” said Da-
vis’ wife, Jessica Brock, who

saw him get hit. She narrowly
missed getting run over herself
as she scrambled to help him
up on the busy freeway.

“I wish I had been hit,” the
23-year-old said through sobs
Sunday, “because I can’t stand
not having him here.”

At about 1:40 a.m., the pair
was traveling north on Stem-
mons Freeway near Royal
Lane in Dallas, heading back
to Denton after visiting a
friend in Dallas. They came
upon two cars stalled in the
middle of one of the lanes. Nei-
ther had their flashers activat-
ed, Brock said.

“My husband is just a kind-

hearted person,” she said. “He
stopped to help.” She said Da-
vis parked in front of the two
vehicles.

“Stay here,” he told her. But
she was uncomfortable. “I said,
‘Baby, we need to go,’ because
all night, I had a gut feeling
that something was going to go
wrong.”

He left her and walked back
to talk to other drivers, and
look at their vehicles. After a
brief time, he began walking
back to Brock. He turned his
back on the late-night week-
end traffic.

Brock said she saw what
looked like a four-door sport

utility vehicle, possibly a Jeep,
hit him. “It threw him across
the wall,” she said. Police said
he went into the southbound
lanes.

The northbound vehicle
that hit him stopped briefly,
but no one got out, Brock said.
“When they heard the cop si-
rens, they took off,” she said.

A vehicle that hit him in the
southbound lane did not stop,
she said.

Police did not release a de-
scription of either of the fleeing
vehicles on Sunday. Anyone
with information can call Dal-
las police vehicles crimes at
214-670-5817.

2 cars hit man trying to help on freeway
STEMMONS CORRIDOR

30-year-old dies after
stopping on way to
Denton with his wife

By JASON TRAHAN
Staff Writer

jtrahan@dallasnews.com

body.
Marchioli tired quickly, so

the two would often take long
breaks between exercises.
They spent that time getting to
know each other.

Building core muscles
Swieczkowski, 57, had

danced professionally for the
Dallas Ballet and performed in
Europe. She shifted to teach-
ing dance and then fitness. 

When she lost her health
club job during a company
buyout, she decided to open
her own studio. It hadn’t been
easy.

“It’s not like everything that
happens to you is good, but
there’s got to be some purpose
to this,” she said. “That’s been
my philosophy for helping
people.”

Pilates, which focuses on
building core muscles, is “the
base operating system for your
body,” Swieczkowski said. Its
600-plus exercises benefit be-
ginners and elite athletes alike.

It’s also well-suited for peo-
ple rehabilitating after an inju-
ry. Swieczkowski speaks from
experience. She had hip re-
placement surgery in 2006 to
repair an old injury. After three
weeks of Pilates, she was back
to teaching full-time.

Sports car and skiing
Exercise is good for every-

body, but it’s especially benefi-
cial to people with multiple
sclerosis, said Kristen Stubbs
with the Lone Star chapter of
the National Multiple Sclero-

sis Society. Stubbs can attest to
the transformations she’s seen
through the society’s wellness
programs. “It’s incredible what
they get out of these sessions,”
she said.

Marchioli’s strength and
endurance were building with
each week of Pilates. But the
differences were so subtle she

didn’t notice them immediate-
ly.

One day she discovered she
could touch her toes. And she
could get up off the floor with-
out struggling.

She and her husband al-
ways wanted a sports car, but
Marchioli refused to buy one
because she couldn’t get into

the low seats. In November,
the couple bought a convert-
ible.

In December, she spent
three days skiing in Colorado
with the help of an adaptive
skiing program. 

Chats during workouts
have gotten shorter as Mar-
chioli’s stamina has grown.

But the support — physical
and emotional — is still there.
At a recent session, Marchioli
shares another first — rolling
up unassisted. Swieczkowski
talks about the recent grand
re-opening event in her new
studio.

Swieczkowski describes her
work with Marchioli as “a

beautiful unwrapping,” much
like their friendship.

Marchioli’s goal is to set her
walker aside some day. Until
then, she basks in each step
forward.

As a visitor leaves her office
in Frisco, Marchioli smiles and
says, “I’ll walk you out, because
I can.” 

Women finding strength in their friendship
Continued from Page 1B

VERNON BRYANT/Staff Photographer

Trainer Rebecca Swieczkowski (right) says she’s no longer doing the bulk of the work for Sharon Marchioli, who has been her student since last spring.


